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Green Happenings ...Sr. Evelyn Flowers, Environmental Facilitator

“The Magi star revealed to us, again, how much we are interconnected...And soiretspy the
Holy Spirit and the Sacred Star, we are led to ...Embrace the Earth Community”
2003 Chapter Document of the Congregation of St. Joseph, Clev

Representatives from the Spirituality, Justice, and Environmental @masndesigned a packet of materials
for use by the CSJ Circle Groups, to help the members prepare for the worhshspred by River's Edge on
September 23-24, with Carol Zinn, ssj. The workshop is tiBedtainable Development and the Earth Charter: A
Way of Living in the Present for the FutureThe packets contain_a prayer guyidéooklet, Tending the Holy, and a
resource list

A packet was provided for each Circle Representative to share with the group. &hdezad
discussions are one of the ways of attending to our Chapter Directives. lfwoarhagquestions, please cal
Sr. Mary Schrader or Sr. Evelyn Flowers at 216.252.0440.

“Treat the world well. It was not given to you by your parents. It was lent to you by glildren.”
-- Kenyan Proverh
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Dear Pax Christi:
Sign me on to the letter to End
the Iraq War!

Name:

Affiliation (if desired):

You can express your concern to end the war lgnfsg on” to Pax Christi’s letter to be Phone:
published in US Catholic (and other periodicals}aBline: August 1% E-mail
-mail:

“When war, as in these days in Iraq, threatens tfae of humanity, it is ever more urgent td Address:

proclaim, with a strong and decisive voice, thatlppeace is the road to follow to construct 4

more just and united society. Violence and arms¢wever resolve the problems of man.” -

Pope John Paul Il My contribution to help place

thead: _ $5 _ $10
__$30 _ %50
Checks payable to:
Pax Christi USA

To read the full letter and/or to endorse thestatinline, visit www.paxchristi.org.
Copies are also available in the Gathering Sp&gemail, use the small coupon to the right, ar]
send to Pax Christi USA, 532 We#t 8treet, Erie, PA 16502 Tel. 814.453.4955

Ask, But Don’t TEL ! Why Churches Concerned
About the Poor Will Say “NO” to TEL/TABOR

No, that is not a misspelling in the headline. TEL is the abbreviatiofeik Expenditure Limitation, an anti-

tax initiative being circulated for signatures to qualify for the Nalver 2005 ballot in Ohio. The bill is also

sometimes referred to as the “Taxpayers’ Bill of Rights”, or TABOR

People familiar with the process of initiatives expect that proponehtgagher
enough signatures to get the proposal on the ballot. Almost automaticallycitizens feel
like they are over-taxed by government, whether or not that is an &peraeption. To
counter this trend, interfaith religious groups and many community esr@iganizations are
preparing an educational campaign to inform Ohio about the certain harmfis effieibe
state’s infrastructure, education, services, and community envirolifntteatill passes.

Every budget year in the Ohio State Legislature,Ohio asks, “Why we should pass
people struggle to protect as many human services, edumeasure that hasn’t worked in th
cation, and health care programs as they can from the only state to have tried it?”
budget-cutting proposals put forward by governors and Ironically. manv of the
legislators. State governments have been squeezed bypersons asking)ll"or yogr signature
Q|m|n|s_hedtsupp?rt frr?_rln trf?t(_:leral govertnfment, which _ Ito put the TEL/TABOR initiative
IS passing tax cuts while cutting support for many soclal, e pajiot stand to lose the mc
services and expanding military/war spending. Groupsif it should pass. Some petition
advocating for a decent and fair society are certain that .

TEL/TABOR, if passed, will make the already- gatherers are paid a small amou

: . . ($1) per signature obtained. The
?;rilillsensghnegaﬁﬁls:jr;[gohszli%Ilgw and even middle income need those dollars of income.

Some are unemployed. They mg
now be aided by some of the
same vital social services which
the state would no longer be ablg

Groups opposed to TEL/TABOR support their
concerns about the plan by explaining the effects of a
nearly identical law, passed in Colorado twelve years

ago. Colorado school funding fell to"5 the nation afford if TABOR passes.

What kinds of
functions do
governments
legitimately
provide to all,
in order to
preserve a civil
society?
Education?
Basic health
care? Safety
net? Protection
from harmful
environmental
toxins? Minimal
necessities like
water, food,
shelter?
Protection from
exploitation by
the greed or
violence of
others?

and their graduation rates plummeted. In that time,
Colorado went from first in the nation for personal
income growth to 50 Many of the office-holders who
originally supported Colorado’s version of TABOR,
including the current governor, are now asking voters t
reform it, and put a moratorium on it, “in order to get the

state back on its feet”. The opposition to TABOR in others in the community?

InterAct Cleveland’s Advocacy Committee
held a workshop for faith and community leaders to alert
them to TEL/TABOR in June. TABOR is not just a

0political issue. Itis not just an economic issltas a
moral issue What responsibility do citizens have, as
neighbors, to help insure basic well-being and dignity for

For further information about TEL/TABOR and the organizations opposing it, explore the following

websites: www.ohiosfuture.org or www.communitysolutions.com




Keep them coming.
Many Justice Report Surveys
Returned. Thank you!

As of mid-July, when we start to prepare

the August issue, nearly 50 surveys published in
July Justice Reporthave been completed arj
returned. We are still eager to hear from the res
the readers. There is still time!

So far, we have received many aff
mations, suggestions for improvement, and sg
offers to contribute help. Towards the end
August, a small committee of
Committee will review the surveys in detail

determine patterns in people’s suggestions and/or t(

improve thelustice Report

Below are just a few samples from t
many thoughtful comments. Perhaps they
entice those who have not yet responded to py
their “two bits.”
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“I suggest using our monthly CSJ bulletin for
any issues of thelustice Report It would save on
paper and be read by each community member
as we read our monthly bulletin”

“There were some years back when we had no
‘Justice Report’ and | missed it. At my age | am
so happy to have access to someone else’s stud
and research. | find myself in sync and
challenged all the time.”

“Help us to know what we should be boycotting
and why. Help us to know who or what to
support.”

“Feature agencies that assist the people in need
Catholic Westside Center, Bridgeway, Inc. Crisis
Center, St. Colman Outreach, Women'’s Shelter,
Men’s 2100 Lakeside Shelter.”

“Maybe have 50/50 on justice and environment.
The environment seems to get ‘lost’ in the
overall newsletter.”
*kkkkkkk

Do these comments inspire you to g
more? Can't find your blank survey form? More &
available on the table in the corner of the Gather
Space.
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Justice Committee Strategic
Planning Session, August 20

What will the community’s justice program look
like in two or three years? What do we have to share for t
reconfiguration discussion about the future of justice

advocacy? What do we like about what is happening now~

What is missing? How will we best use our resources to
implement our plans?

These and other questions will guide the reflectio
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of the sisters and associates who have been active with the

Justice Committee, some for many years. Mary Ellen
Gondeck, ssj, from the Nazareth community will be helpin
to facilitate our planning. She is the Justice Coordinator f
her community and is avidly interested in these same
questions.

Do you feel inclined to join this particular ministry
a member of the Justice Committee? If so, your partici-
pation in this planning day is welcomed. You may wish to
provide some ideas or thoughts to us, even if you do not
to join the committee or come to the planning session. TH
is also welcome. In either case, contact Brian Fry in the
Justice Office:

216.252.0440 X423 justice@csjcleveland.org
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Death Penalty Moratorium: Responses to earlig
solicitations for thoughts about endorsing a moratorium
the death penalty in Ohio (see May and Jiunstice Reporjs
were all in favor, but few in number. Therefore, a staten
supporting the moratorium “from the undersigned memdk
and friends of the Congregation of St. Joseph, Clevels
will be available in the Gathering Space. You are invite
endorse the statement and circulate it to others. Wh¢
appears that all who wish to have signed it have done
will be forwarded to Ohioans to Stop Executions (OTSE).
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“Es ist nicht alles Gold, was glanzt.”
German saying: “All that glitters is not gold”

From the Friday night program, “NOW”, on PBS... Two
groups with environmentally-aware-sounding names may h
different agenda:

The Information Council on the Environment was paid
for by the petroleum and auto industries.
The Greening Earth Societywas paid for by the coal

industry.
--Sr. Evelyn Flowers
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For the Remainder of 2005
A Variety of Opportunities to Learn and Act for Peace

Many important other events for justice or peace are certainly missing from thisuidiere are a
few. Others will be mentioned in future notices.

August 6..... Hiroshima Day 60th Anniversary
intersection of East 105th Street and Martin Luther
www.peaceactioncleveland.org. Phone: 216-231-4245

: a commemoration for all ages. 7 PM Rockefeller Pond , near the
King Drive. Sponsored by Cleveland Peace Action

September 5.....Fourth Annual Peace Show on Labor Day, = Noon to 6 PM, at the Free Stamp
(Willard Park, corner of East 9 ™ and Lakeside) This event is held every year as an alternative form of
entertainment and education to the annual Air Show featuring fighter jets and bombers. It is primarily sponsored
by the Cleveland Non Violence Network, with several other organizations, including the CSJ Justice Program, as
CO-Sponsors.

September 21..... United Nations International Day of ~ Peace Vigil , (every year) For the third year in a row, the
Congregation of St. Joseph Justice Committee will observe the day with a peace witness for passers-by at 3430
Rocky River Drive, in front of the Congregation’s property. Times this year will be at peak traffic hours (6:30-9:00
AM, Noon to 1:30 PM, 3:30-5:30 PM). In conjunction with Catholic Sisters for Justice and Peace, we will hold a
prayer service. This will be followed by socializing and continued witness until midnight). The public is invited to
join in any parts of this event for whatever time desired. Groups and individuals are also encouraged to learn
about the International Day of Peace, (www.idpvigil.com), and create their own way of observing, celebrating, or
supporting this day.

September 23-24.....Sustainable Development and the E
Future. A River's Edge sponsored workshop with Carol Zinn,
for further information and registration.

arth Charter: A Way of Living in the Present forth e
csj. Contact River's Edge at 216.688.1111

September 24..... Massive National and International R ally and March. End the Occupation of Irag and Br  ing
the Troops Home. Bus to Washington DC . Sponsored nationally by United for Peace and Justice (organizers of
major national peace rallies for the past four years) and endorsed by many religious and civic organizations. Inthe
Cleveland area, NOAC (Northeast Ohio Anti-War Coalition), NION (Not In Our Name), and other groups are
organizing buses of Clevelanders to attend. $45. For more information, contact: Northeast Ohio Anti-War Coalition,
216-621-4894 or NOACinfo@aol.com .

October 4..... (Feast of St. Francis) Disarming Our H  earts, Disarming Our World: The Path to Peace and
Justice. A lecture by John Dear, sj. Co-sponsored by River's Edge and the CSJ Justice Committee.
Contact River’s Edge at 216.688.1111 or the CSJ Justice Office at 216.688.3462 for more details and to register.

November 18-20..... Annual School of the Americas Watch Vigil at Ft. Be  nning, Georgia. This is the 25"
anniversary year for the assassination of Archbishop Romero and the four American church women, two of them
from the Cleveland area. Every year several groups, including the InterReligious Task Force on Central America
(IRTF), organize buses and motel lodging in Columbus for individuals from Northeast Ohio to participate in the
two-day rally and remarkable vigil/service at the gates of the School of the Americas where the assassins of these
persons and thousands of other civilians in Central America were trained in techniques of “counter-insurgency”.
For more information, contact IRTF at 216.961.0003, irtf@igc.org, or the CSJ Justice Office at 216.688.3462,
justice@csjcleveland.org .

December 4.....Annual IRTF Commemoration Dinner for th e Church Women Killed in El Salvador; Sunday
4:30 PM at Beaumont School.  This year, because it is the 25" Anniversary of the killings and Sr. Dorothy Kazel
of the Cleveland Ursuline community was among those killed, the event will be part of a weekend-long series of
observations in conjunction with the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland. There will be a Memorial Mass/Liturgy at the
Cathedral of St. John the Divine downtown on Friday, December 2, and a Saturday teach-in about these and current
issues at the Ursuline Motherhouse. For more details, contact IRTF at 216.961.0003 or irtf@igc.org, or reach
Sr. Noel Marra at nmarra@ursulinesisters.org .




