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Green Happenings… 
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 The Justice Committee recently discussed 
what it might do to provide “focus” to its many 
concerns that fit under the categories of peace and 
justice.  The group wants to move beyond publicizing 
an endless string of staccato notes concerning 
separate issues.  At the same time, few could say that 
we should give up our efforts on any particular topic 
in order to choose just one or two.  We needed a 
theme to connect the various passages in our 
symphony. 

 The Millennium Development Goals 
(hereinafter called the MDG’s for short) were chosen 
to provide coherence in choosing our priorities for 
education and action.  They not only provide a 
theoretical link for various topics, but they help us 
work as one with others around the world.  Many 
C/SSJ communities, along with other orders of 
religious, already add their voice and activity to that 
of various faith groups to educate the public and win 
support for specific actions that will make the MDG’s 
a successful campaign to “make poverty history.” 

 The Millennium Development Goals 
(MDG’s) are targets for reducing global poverty, 
agreed to by the 192 member nations of the United 
Nations in the year 2000, to be achieved by the year 
2015.  On the inside page, you can read the goals as 
approved and as they are found on the United Nations 
website. 

 The first thing to notice about the Millennium 
Development Goals is that UN member states have 
acknowledged that global poverty is not inevitable, 
and that nations, working together, can make a huge 
difference.  The UN member states had a sense of 
urgency in meeting their goals.  They created 
measurable standards to be achieved in a total of 15 
years.  That the member states meant business when 
they approved these goals in the year 2000 is 
evidenced by their schedule of five-year reviews of 
progress.  This year, 2005, is one of those progress 
review years. 

 Nearly all countries, even the more 
“developed” ones like the United States, have 
significant pockets of poverty among their own 
populations and have room for improvement in each 
of the eight goal categories.  The countries frequently 
referred to as “under-developed”, “developing”, or 
“Third World” have much larger percentages of their 
populations in poverty, and it is even more extreme.  
The final two goals most directly address the 
responsibility and opportunity for the wealthier 
countries to participate constructively in achieving 
the MDG’s world-wide.  “Developed” countries 
historically have played a significant role in 
exacerbating poverty in much of the world and now 
can play a role in changing the structures which 
perpetuate inequality and suffering. 

Millennium Development Goals:  An Introduction 

Update on Death Penalty Opposition 

SJA Students and Teachers Witness at Lucasville 
 A delegation of St. Joseph Academy students and teachers joined with two buses full of students from more than 
seven (7) Catholic high schools in the Cleveland Diocese to witness their values for life at the execution of Herman Dale 
Ashworth in late September at Lucasville, Ohio.  Ashworth’s execution is one of three scheduled for Ohio in Fall 2005. 

 Another execution, that of John Spirko, was delayed from September to November, to allow time for the Board of 
Parole to review its earlier denial of Mr. Spirko’s request for clemency.  Serious doubts have been raised about the 
validity of the testimony used to convict Mr. Spirko.  The widespread feeling that the state might execute a person who is 
not guilty of the murder for which he was sentenced to death has caused this pause.  A date in November is already set to 
proceed with the execution, should the previous denial of a clemency petition not be changed.   

 The very probability that some innocent persons have been and will be executed in error by the state is one of the 
chief arguments made by opponents of the death penalty.  They urge states, including Ohio, to adopt a Moratorium on 
the Death Penalty to allow further consideration of this issue, as well as racial bias and the cost ineffectiveness of the 
death penalty as a deterrent to violent crime. 

Final opportunity to register with River’s Edge to: 
 

 Hear John Dear 
Tuesday, October 4, 6:30 PM 

(Feast of St. Francis) 
 

 Call Elizabeth Altstaetter at 688-1111 or use the 
form in back of the Rivcr’s Edge booklet 

School of the America’s Watch 
Annual delegation to Ft. Benning, Georgia, 

Interreligious Task Force on Central America 
 

 25th Anniversary of the killing of the 
American Church Women 

 
 Deadline for joining with CSJ/SJA group is 

October 7.  Contact Justice Office 216.252.0440 
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Cardinal Theodore McCarrick (once a supporter of the death penalty) announcing the US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ renewed Catholic Campaign to End the Use of the Death Penalty, March 2005. 



WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE U.S. / UN RELATIONS?  
 The U.S. joined other world leaders in reaffirming “the vital impor-
tance of an effective multilateral system, in accordance with international 
law.” Thanks to the important organizing and advocacy efforts of many who 
care about the UN and international cooperation, the U.S. was forced to pull 
back some of its most extreme proposals and demonstrate renewed commit-
ment to international cooperation. Unfortunately, many who oppose strong 
U.S./UN relations are already organizing in Congress to use the outcomes of 
the Summit to further undermine UN effectiveness and U.S. UN relations. 
 Action: Urge your senators to oppose efforts to undermine the im-
portant advances made at the Global Summit. Cutting U.S. dues to the UN 
is the surest way to thwart the international consensus that has now been 
developed to address critical global issues. Urge your senators to oppose 
proposals to cut UN dues and to vote against S. 1394 and S. 1383, should 
they be brought to a vote. Your advocacy work around the country can 
make a difference in providing clear, concise information on the United Na-
tions and encouraging others to contact their elected officials.  
 To see a sample letter and send a message to your senators, see our 
web site at http://capwiz.com/fconl/issues/alert/?alertid=8037441.  

This message comes from the Friends Committee on National Legislation 
(FCNL) via Mary Legge, C/SSJ UN-NGO staff member. 

MICROBES, ANYONE? 
~~ Sr. Evelyn Flowers, Environmental Facilitator 

  You know, of course, that those teeny-tiny forms of life we 
call microbes are found everywhere, some causing weal, some causing woe.  
For example, without our beneficial intestinal flora, we wouldn’t survive, at 
least, not very well.  Effective Microorganisms (EM) is a technology first 
coined by Dr. Teruo Higa of Japan, and first marketed in 1982.  His students 
began the EM Research Organization (EMRO) in 1994 to expand the use of 
the technology to over 120 countries.   
 There are several varieties of EM which are used for different 
purposes in agricultural operations.  EM1 is made up of three groups of soil 
microbes and is used to make EM-Bokashi— basically, a fermented organic 
matter.  It is used to ferment food waste, to enhance food production, and to 
restore productivity to infertile or denuded soils. (www.emamerica.com) It 
can be used as a household disinfectant, as a natural drain cleaner, and to 
reduce the bio-solids in sewage treatment.  Whole towns in Kyoto are 
running on biogas from household organic matter using EM technology.  It 
was used by EMRO after the Thailand tsunami in 2004.  EM1 was sprayed 
along the beaches to prevent the spread of disease from all the decaying 
bodies and to reduce noxious fumes.  Since EM is an all-natural organic 
solution, there are no negative side-effects. The World Health Organization 
had predicted that over 150,000 deaths would occur from pathogen diseases; 
this never happened.    
  Contact FEMA to get them to authorize the application of EM 
as soon as possible at www.emamerica.com or 1-866-369-3678. 
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ACTION IDEA ! ! ! 
 Oxfam America and other 
non-profit organizations seeking to 
bolster support in the US for the 
MDGs urge citizens to request that 
their Congresspersons co-sponsor 
House Concurrent Resolution 172, 
which would put Congress on record 
in support of the MDGs.  For more 
information via the internet, go to: 

www.oxfamamerica.org  

and use point/click to read more 
articles about the UN, global poverty, 
and the MDGs.  The Congressional 
Switchboard telephone number is 

(202) 224-3121 
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US GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR 
THE MDG’S  

Do We or Don’t We? 
 The newly-appointed US 
Ambassador to the UN, John Bolton, 
stirred up a huge dust storm of 
controversy just days before the UN 
Summit in September. 

 Mr. Bolton made 750 edits of a 
draft of the UN’s “blueprint” statement 
prepared for the 60th Anniversary of the 
founding of the UN.  The document is 
intended to reaffirm the principles of 
human rights and international 
cooperation for which the organization 
was founded.  Mr. Bolton’s editing 
crossed out all specific references to the 
Millennium Development Goals. 

 After much negotiating, 
Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice 
included a brief sentence that the United 
States supports the MDGs in her speech 
to the General Assembly at the Summit.  
However, the Administration has not 
committed itself to the goal for 
developed nations to dedicate .7% of its 
Gross National Income to alleviate 
global poverty. 

Environment  
and the MDG’s 
 Among the eight  UN 
Millennium Development Goals 
(MDG) which address poverty, 
illiteracy, hunger, discrimination 
against women, unsafe drinking 
w a t e r ,  a n d  en v i r o n m e n t a l 
degradat ion ,  envi ronmenta l 
sustainability stands out as essential 
to achieving all of the others. The 
first of the ten recommendations of 
the Task Force on Environmental 
Sustainability includes increasing 
the use of sustainable agriculture 
techniques, restoring and managing 
desertified lands, and protecting 
surrounding natural habitat. (UN 
M i l l e n n i u m  P r o j e c t  2 0 0 5 , 
Environment and Human Well-
being: A Practical Strategy.  
Summary version of the report of the 
Task Force on Environmental 
Sustainability.  The Earth Institute at 
Columbia University, New York, 
USA.)   
Could it be that EM technology will 
be the effective means to 
agricultural sustainability?  


